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FrRoM FrR. CHuck

HAPPY EPIPHANY SUNDAY! As you listen to the gospel today, see if you can come up with the three kings. You
won't find them. In fact, there are no kings except Herod, nor the number three, in the story of this special visitation we
tell every Epiphany. The word used to describe the visitors is “magi”-far from being kings but seen as those endowed
with special knowledge. Matthew uses the word “astrologers”, thus it is the star that guides them. The number three is
attributed because there are three gifts presented to the infant Jesus but all we know from the story is that there is
more than one visitor. You may have heard the names of these three: Balthasar, Caspar, and Melchior. However, the
original story does not include this. These names were found in a chronicle written 800 years later and have stuck in
traditional Church storytelling about this great event. Whether there were three or even their names are not as im-
portant to the story as the powerful symbols used. The star was part of an ancient belief that a new star would appear
at the time of a ruler’s birth—thus Herod'’s fear when the magi told him about it. The gifts also tell more of the story.
First, gold is presented to mark the royalty of the newborn. Frankincense is next in line to note the holiness of the child
Jesus. Myrrh comes last and is the strangest gift for a newborn, an oil for anointing the body of deceased person. It
foreshadows the death of Jesus. The Holy Family’s flight into Egypt and Herod's attempt to kill the infant Jesus fore-
warn of the troubles Jesus will have. He'll be rejected by both religious and government leaders and ultimately be put
to death.

For believers, the beautiful story of the star and the visitors from the East bearing gifts point to so much more than
what is on the surface. There is just one more day of the Christmas Season remaining, Monday, the Feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord. Importantly, we move from the stories of the child Jesus to the adult upon whom the Spirit descends
at his baptism. We are in Cycle B of the liturgy so this year we will hear that story from the Gospel of Mark. Unlike
Matthew and Luke, Mark’s gospel doesn’t begin with Jesus’ birth, but rather his baptism. He then is immediately driven
into the desert by the Spirt, where Jesus’ fill face and overcome temptation before beginning his ministry.

Baptism is central to the faith journey of us all and in just about five weeks we will be entering liturgically into the
desert ourselves as Lent begins. | ask you to save the date now for a mission retreat which will be offered for all Ca-
thedral parishioners in the second week of Lent. Fr. Jim Barry, a wonderful retired pastor from the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton, will be our primary presenter for this mission which is entitled “Live in God’s Love — welcome into the Body of
Christ” and will be held February 26, 27, and 28. Fr. Jim will preach at the Masses the weekend before and then there
will be two sessions offered each of the following three days. For those who do not go out at night, a session will be
offered in the morning from 8:30 to 10:30 AM. The evening session will be 6:30-8:30 PM and will cover the same mate-
rial as the morning session. Please mark your calendars and plan to participate in this 3-day parish mission retreat.

This week; all priests in the Diocese of Reno will be gathering with our bishop in Gardnerville for our annual Priests
Study Days. Our retired clergy are also encouraged to attend. Fr. Pablo Gadenz, a scholar of Sacred Scripture, will
be our presenter. He was also the keynote speaker and presenter at our Diocesan Conference this weekend. I'm look-
ing forward to his presentations on the Gospel of Mark for us. Meetings for some of the priest leadership will begin at
noon on Monday with all the priests coming together for dinner that evening. Tuesday and Wednesday will be our
study days and then Thursday is an administrative day with the bishop and some diocesan staff to discuss a variety of
topics relevant to our parishes and our priesthood. This is one of the two times each year the priests of our large,
spread-out diocese have the chance to come together for several days. Please keep us in your prayers and know that
you will be in our prayer as well. Note that there will be no Masses at the Cathedral Tuesday—Thursday. Adoration will
be offered as usual on Thursday beginning at 1:00 PM and concluding with Benediction at 5:30 PM. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation will follow.

| want to be sure to acknowledge and give thanks to all those who helped make our Christmas liturgies and envi-
ronment so beautiful. There are many who generously donated lots of extra hours in decorating the church, practicing
music, preparing for the Nativity by our Religious Education kids, gathering gifts for the needy and in so many other
ways contributing to the Christmas cheer for our entire community. Thank you to one and all!

BLESSINGS TO ALL THESE FINAL DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AND THROUGH THE FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME!




DeEL PADRE CHuUCK

iFELIZ DOMINGO DE LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR! Al escuchar el evangelio hoy, vea si puede identificar a los tres Reyes.
No los encontrara. De hecho, no hay reyes excepto Herodes, ni el nimero tres, en la historia que contamos cada Epifa-
nia. La palabra utilizada para describir a los visitantes es "magos”, lejos de ser reyes, sino vistos como aquellos dotados
de conocimientos especiales. Mateo usa la palabra “astrélogos”, por lo tanto, es la estrella la que los guia. El nimero
tres se atribuye porque hay tres regalos presentados al nifio Jesus, pero todo lo que sabemos de la historia es que hay
mas de un visitante. Es posible que haya escuchado los nombres: Baltasar, Gaspar y Melchor. Sin embargo, la historia
original no los incluye. Estos nombres se encontraron en una cronica escrita 800 afios después y se han quedado en la
narracion tradicional de la Iglesia sobre este gran acontecimiento. El hecho de que fueran tres o incluso sus nombres no
es tan importante para la historia como los poderosos simbolos utilizados. La estrella formaba parte de una antigua
creencia de que una nueva estrella apareceria en el momento del nacimiento de un gobernante, de ahi el temor de Hero-
des cuando los magos se lo contaron. Los regalos también cuentan mas de la historia. Primero se presenta oro para
conmemorar la realeza del recién nacido. El incienso sefiala la santidad del Nifio Jesus. La mirra se menciona por ultimo
y es el regalo méas extrafio para un recién nacido, un aceite para ungir el cuerpo de una persona fallecida. Prefigura la
muerte de Jesus. La huida de la Sagrada Familia a Egipto y el intento de Herodes de matar al nifio Jesus advierten de
los problemas que vendran. Seréa rechazado tanto por los lideres religiosos como por los gubernamentales y, en Ultima
instancia, condenado a muerte.

Para los creyentes, la hermosa historia de la estrella y los visitantes de Oriente que llevan regalos apuntan a mucho
mas de lo que esta en la superficie. Solo queda un dia mas de la temporada navidefia, el lunes, la fiesta del Bautismo
del Seiior. Es importante destacar que pasamos de las historias del Nifio Jesus al adulto sobre quien el Espiritu descien-
de en su bautismo. Litargicamente estamos en el Ciclo B, asi que este afio escucharemos esa historia del Evangelio de
Marcos. A diferencia de Mateo y Lucas, el evangelio de Marcos no comienza con el nacimiento de Jesus, sino con su
bautismo. Inmediatamente es conducido al desierto por el Espiritu, donde Jesus llena el rostro y vence la tentacién antes
de comenzar su ministerio.

El bautismo es fundamental para nuestro camino de fe y en solo cinco semanas entraremos en el desierto cuando
comience la Cuaresma. Les pido que reserven la fecha para un retiro misionero que se ofrecera a los feligreses de la
Catedral en la segunda semana de Cuaresma. El Padre Jim Barry, un maravilloso parroco jubilado de la Arquidiécesis de
Boston, sera nuestro presentador principal para esta mision que se titula "Vivir en el amor de Dios — Bienvenidos al
Cuerpo de Cristo" y se llevara a cabo el 26, 27 y 28 de febrero. El Padre Jim predicara en las Misas el fin de semana
previo y luego se ofreceran dos sesiones cada uno de los siguientes tres dias. Para aquellos que no salgan por la noche,
se ofrecera una sesion a las 8:30 a 10:30 AM. La sesidn vespertina sera de 6:30 a 8:30 PM y tratara el mismo material
que la sesién de la mafiana. Por favor, marque su calendario y planee participar en este retiro parroquial de 3 dias.

Esta semana, los sacerdotes en la Diocesis de Reno nos reuniremos con el obispo para nuestros Dias Anuales de
Estudio. También se anima a los sacerdotes jubilados a asistir. El Padre Pablo Gadenz, Catedrético de las Sagradas
Escrituras, sera nuestro presentador. También sera el orador principal y presentador en la Conferencia Diocesana este
fin de semana. Espero con ansias sus presentaciones sobre el Evangelio de Marcos. Las reuniones comenzaran el lu-
nes al mediodia. El martes y miércoles seran dias de estudio y el jueves un dia administrativo con el obispo y algunos
miembros del personal diocesano para discutir una variedad de temas relevantes para nuestras parroquias y nuestro sa-
cerdocio. Esta es una de las dos veces al afio en que los sacerdotes tienen la oportunidad de reunirse. Por favor, man-
ténganos en sus oraciones y sepa que usted estara las nuestras. Tenga en cuenta que no habra Misas en la Catedral de
martes a jueves. La adoracion al Santisimo sera como de costumbre el jueves a partir de la 1:00 PM y concluira con la
bendicidn a las 5:30 PM. Seguira el Sacramento de la Reconciliacion.

Quiero asegurarme de reconocer y dar gracias a todos aquellos que ayudaron a que nuestras liturgias navidefias y el
ambiente fueran tan hermosos. Hay muchos que generosamente donaron horas extras en la decoracién de la iglesia,
practicando musica, preparandose para la Natividad por parte de nuestros nifios de Educacion Religiosa, recolectando
regalos para los necesitados y de muchas otras maneras contribuyendo a la alegria navidefia de toda nuestra comunidad.
iGracias a todos y cada uno!

iBENDICIONES PARA TODOS EN ESTOS ULTIMOS DiAS DE NAVIDAD Y DURANTE LA PRIMERA SEMANA DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Soon our diocese will take up the Collection for the Church in Latin America. For more than 50 years, this collec-
tion has given Catholics in the United States an opportunity to share faith in unity with our brothers and sisters in
Christ throughout Latin America and the Caribbean islands. The work of evangelization is carried out by Chris-
tians who meet people where they are—not only in a geographical sense but also in the context of culture.
Though the Gospel is unchanging, we have many ways to make it relevant to people of all cultural, ethnic, and
linquistic backgrounds.

The countries of South America have diverse populations from Indigenous, African, European, and Asian ances-
tries, all with different cultural experiences. By welcoming and understanding people from so many backgrounds,
the Church grows and continues its mission of making disciples of all peoples. In Brazil, the Brazilian Bishops’
Conference organized visits and meetings to engage Afro-Brazilian Catholic leaders in discussing a variety of
themes, including social pastoral ministry and the vision of Pope Francis. In Peru, missionaries working in the
Peruvian Amazon bring the Gospel to the Ashaninka & Matsigenka communities of about 60,000 people.

Such encounters and engagement with the peoples of South America are made possible when Catholics in our
diocese are generous to the Collection for the Church in Latin America. Your participation in the collection truly
becomes a way to share your faith and support evangelization efforts among all peoples. For more information
on the many projects funded by the collection, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. COLLECTION WILL BE TAKEN ON
JANUARY 13-14.

With every best wish and an assurance of prayers, | remain,
Yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Daniel H. Mueggenborg, Bishop of Reno

WOMEN OF SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS MINISTRY

All women are invited to our next business meeting this coming Thursday, Jan. 11t
at 5:00 PM in Righini Hall. Bring a snack to share.

2" Annual Wine Tasting & Silent Auction
Friday, February 9* at 6 PM
McKinley Arts & Culture Center (925 Riverside Dr. Reno).
Tickets on Sale after Masses Starting this weekend. $35/person CASH OR CHECK.




MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

8:00 AM | DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE JONES’ FAMILY
4:30 PM| T T Tom & LENA MAGEE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024—EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

7:30 AM | T MARGARET BROWN STUCKO

9:30 AM | PEOPLE OF ST. THOMAS CATHEDRAL
11:30 AM | LARRY & SHARON JANNUZZI

4:00 PM| T VALERIE NAAI

6:00 PM | T MARIA AUXILIO RODRIGUEZ

MONDAY, JANUARY 8—BAPTISM OF THE LORD

12:10 PM | t ANDI MiGLIOZZI

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9—WEEKDAY

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12—WEEKDAY

7:00 AM | FOR THE RETURN OF OUR FAMILY TO THE FAITH

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13

8:00 AM | SONNIA ILIESCU
4:30 PM | FOR THE HEALTH OF GEORGAN HARRIETT

HaBITS OF HOLINESS:
RULE OF ST. BENEDICT FOR THE LAITY
PRESENTED BY DEACON JOE BELL

Sunday, January 14
from 2:00-3:00 PM in Righini Hall.

Everyone is welcome to join us for a little
snack, a little talk and lots of fellowship.

BLOOD DRIVE

Because of you,life doesn’t stop.

24in'24
Blood Donation Giveaway
All donors will be
entered o win 1 of 24
$500 gift cards!

ST. THOMAS
AQUINAS CATHEDRAL

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Nevada Council 978

Sunday, January 14t
8:00am - 11:00am

Give in the Vitalant bus

To schedule your appointment. Scan the QR
Code or contact Brian at (775) 772-9726 or
Bsaeman@charter.net

Saturday, January 20

San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza
Rally 12:30—1:30 PM Walk 1:30 PM

Seat on bus $20
Bus will depart from St. Albert the GreatParish in
Reno at 6 AM & returning at 9 PM.
Questions?
g Text or leave a message at 775-391-7780 or
'§~ email stalscdc@stalbertreno.orgq.
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CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS CELEBRATED BY FR. CHUCK



9:30AM Sunday Mass is live streamed via YouTube: DIoCESE OF RENO CHANNEL

SuNpAY MASSES ADORATION
Vigil-Saturday: 4:30 PM Thursday: 1:00—5:30 PM concludes with
benediction

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, 4:00 PM
& 6:00PM-Misa en espaiiol
Weekpay MASSES

Monday: 12:10PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:00AM & 12:10 PM

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS
Thursday 5:30—6:30 PM
Saturday 3:00—4:00 PM

PROJECT RACHEL A POST-ABORTION
HEALING MINISTRY

Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 AM
Miercoles: 6:30 PM Misa en espaiiol

Saturday: 8:00AM
HoLipAYs: 9:00 AM

WWW.HOPEAFTERABORTION.ORG.

HELPLINE, NONJUDGMENTAL & CONFIDENTIAL:
Visit: www.renodiocese.org for more resources.

775-326-9445~ENGLISH ~ 775-326-9420~SPANISH

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Date 1st Collection | 2nd Collection 2nd Special Collection To Benefit
December 24 $11,836 — No 2nd Collection
December 25 $11,644 — One Church/
December 31 $ — No 2nd Collection
January 7, 2024 $ $ Loan Payment
January 14 $ $ Church in Latin America
January 21 $ — No 2nd Collection
January 28 $ — No 2nd Collection
February 4 $ $ Long Term Repairs
February 11 $ $ Priest's Relief
February 14 Ash Wednesday $ $ Church in Central & Eastern Europe
February 18 $ — No 2nd Collection
February 25 $ — No 2nd Collection

ONLINE GIVING
December 18—22: $1,710

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sun: 1Sm 3:3-10, 19/Ps 40:2-10/1Cor 6:13-20/Jn 1:35-42
Mon: 1Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16-23/Mk 2:18-22

Tues:1Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20-28/Mk 2:23-28
Wed: 1Sm 17:32-37, 40-51/Ps 144:1-10/Mk 3:1-6

CSA Goal $124,183
Pledges: 156 of 300 parishioners
Pledged: $136,833
Received: $126,708

Thurs: 1Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-13/Mk 3:7-12
Fri: 1Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2-6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19
Sat: 2Sm 1:1-4, 11-19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21

LET USFRAY FOR...” OREMOS FOR...

US Servicemen & Women, Joyce Flynn, Victor Ledezma, Robert McGinnis, Martha Stamo, Nita Longobardo, Tim Bauer,
Jaime Mariscal, Ray & Chris Kitt, Baby Lily Johnson, Marie Roberts, Laura Salazar, Tim Strohauer, Joseph Gezelin,
Jack Hallsted, Elvia Mendez, Rose Fazio, Charlie & Linda Gill, Dominador Batac, John E. Kelly, Patty King, Jerry Tellers,
Eulalia Jimenez, Donald Walls Sr, Janet Kemp, Susan Moser, Nick Rossi Sr, Paty Tellez, James Czeck, Heidi Gibson,
Margarita Marshall, Jovita Mendoza, DougTodd, Skyler Awisus, Kriss & Zenaida Janoski, John Zepeda,

Sayra Gutierrez, Ed & Maria Slaughter, Tillie Pugliesi, Kristen Monibi, Hector, Bertha, Daniel, Linda & Luz Ibarra.

t Fr. Bill Nadeau, Bill Paganetti, Ronald Joseph Eber.
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775-323-0133

Advance Planning Program

J & H CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE, LLC
LICENSED & BONDED NEVADA NO. 0098742
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ASPHALT SERVICES
SEALCOATING * LINE STRIPPING
o PRESERVATION + PATCHING
L {) RUBBERIZED CRACK FILLING

(775) 505-4552_(775) 300-2442
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Se Habla Espariol - No Obligation

www.catholiccemeteryreno.org

,.‘}u Xily i-Lunde

RITR EISSMANN

"A TRUSTED FAMILY NAME

catholicmatch’
\l\?[-__l.—{:f{/}f\.\i : NCEW _ NeVOdO

BROKER/OWNER
\.l' o .'..fl".\' -'-'I.'w.' .l'l':c'.".'” \_|r?l'llll-llll‘ area for ."-'l.'c'

= L r
Fereari-Lunde

last 30 plus years.
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CatholicMatch.com/NV

Gynecology

Westside Cafe
& Coffee Co.

Open 7 Days

6:15am - 4pm

k. High Quality Coffee
H. Breakfast

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

5448 Reno Corporate Drive
Reno, NV 89511
7759939292

Women's Wellness

LA W PC  www.omaralaw.net

Civil Litigation = Personal Injury
Family Law = Wills, Trusts & Estates

311 E. Liberty 5t. Reno, NV 89501

YANTIAGO

& Maintenance Inc
(775) 826-9765

WWW. santlagolandscape com

Sharon M. Jannuzzi
Parishioner “‘

Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning, 775.688.3000

| Estate Administration,
Probate & Guardianships Weodbumandwedge.com

WOODBURN
AND WEDGE
AHormays o Law

“If Water Runs
Through It, We Do It!”’

775-843-6695

Jose Inurriaga, Owner & Parishioner

SPANISH SPRINGS

=+ PLUMBING «-

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

WALTON’S

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

Sierra Chapel- 775.323.7189
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

Lunch

5150 Mae Anne Avenue, Suite 206

(By Safeway & Kohl's)

WE RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
ERING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
» Paid training
* Some travel
» Work-life balance
* Full-Time with benefits
* Serve your community

AD DESIGN

with purchase
A of this space

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

1350 Stardust, Ste 3A
Reno, NV 89503

775-348-0571

cateringbycreme.com
FULL SERVICE CATERING

taPaloma

r{__‘_ FUMERAL SERVICES
‘ " “Professionalism with
(ompa&wu during your time of need”
Pre Planning Available
5301 Longley Lane, Bldg E183 « Reno, NV

___ 775-827-3700 « Family Owned & Operated

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary
#® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monaxide

e ‘Gt 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 [ADT '3_,‘

NEVER MISS

OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed

to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

St. Thomas Aquinas, Reno, NV

A 4C 05-4207




